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Turkish Education System

The Turkish education system is divided into three levels which make up 12 years of 

compulsory education. 

 The first level in the education system is primary school education consisting of four 

years (1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4thgrades). 

Primary education is composed of a four-year primary school and a four-year 
middle school with different programs including schools with religious 
affiliations. Primary education is compulsory. Middle schools and religious 
middle schools have elective courses which meet the needs of different 
students in terms of their skills, development, and choices.



Turkish Education System

The Turkish education system is divided into three levels which make up 12 years of compulsory education. 

 The second level is middle school education consisting of four years (5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grades). 

Secondary school education covers general, vocational, and technical high schools and is compulsory. These 
graduates receive a high school diploma.
There are different programs at the high school level.
The details about the different high school types which offer different kinds of education are listed below:
General High Schools:
Students who complete eight years of primary education can register at the general high schools. High school 
graduates take the university placement exam Higher Education Institutes Exam (YKS), which consists of 
three sessions; the Basic Proficiency Test (TYT), and the optional Field Proficiency Test (AYT) and the Foreign 
Language Test (YDT).
Vocational High Schools:
The graduates of vocational high schools can study at vocational schools at the universities without taking any 
exam. The vocational high schools can be grouped as Technical, Communication, Health, Tourism and Hotel 
Management, and Teachers’ vocational high schools. The students at these schools may need to study for five 
years in total.



Turkish Education System

The Turkish education system is divided into three levels which make up 12 years of 

compulsory education. 
 The second level is middle school education consisting of four years (5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grades). 

 The third level is high school education consisting of four years (9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grades).
Anatolian High Schools:
Foreign languages are taught extensively at these high schools. Some Anatolian high schools have one year of 
preparatory class in the foreign language in which the high school instruction is given. The number of lessons per 
week is more than other high schools and these schools also offer a second foreign language.
Science High Schools:
These high schools are for students who have a deep interest in the Sciences. Students studying at these high 
schools choose Science or Engineering departments at the universities.
Religious High Schools:
These high schools raise the future Imams, preachers and teachers of the Koran. They were opened by the Ministry 
of National Education and offer programs to prepare students for higher education as well.
Fine Arts High Schools: 
These high schools are for students who have a special interest and talent in fine arts. The goal is to educate the 
students at early ages.
Private High Schools:
These high schools are also called colleges in Turkey. At some of these high schools, classes like Mathematics and 
Science are taught in a foreign language which is the medium of instruction at those schools. Parents pay a tuition 
fee to these schools and admissions to some private high schools are highly competitive. Examples of these high 
schools are Robert College, Saint Joseph Lycee, Austrian high school, etc.



Turkish Education System

HIGHER EDUCATION
Students who graduate from these high schools have the right to continue to 
higher education. To continue into higher education, students have to take the 
university entrance exams YGS and LYS given by the Assessment, Selection and 
Placement Center (ÖSYM) and receive a certain score. The scores students receive 
from YGS and LYS and their high school GPA play an important role in being 
placed at higher education institutions. After taking the YGS, some universities 
may want students to take a special talent exam.
The higher education system in Turkey is composed of universities, institutes of 
technology, vocational schools, and other higher education schools like the 
military or the police academy.

https://fulbright.org.tr/turk-egitim-sistemi#collapseCollapsible1579083689307


April 23 national sovereignty and children's day in Türkiye

Every year, April 23 National Sovereignty and Children’s Day, which Atatürk made a

present to all the world’s children, is celebrated with the same enthusiasm. And the

purpose of the “Children Day” was to gladden impoverished children left as orphans

during the Turkish War of Independence.

With the UNESCO’s proclamation of 1979 as International Year of the Children, TRT

(Turkish Radio and Television Corporation) started to celebrate this day

internationally. Since this year this special public holiday has been internationalized.

In 1933 Mustafa Kemal initiated the tradition of the accept children in the Presidential

Office, which is still a common practice in Turkey.

April 23 is the public holiday in Turkey as the GNAT was opened on the same day in

1920. April 23 is the public holiday in Turkey as the GNAT was opened on the same

day in 1920. With the help of Atatürk’s leadership, the GNAT was opened within a

short period and it started to work for the proclamation of the Republic.Children’s

Day As mentioned above, April 23 National Sovereignty and Children’s Day is a

national holiday created by combining three other holidays.



April 23 national sovereignty and children's day in Türkiye

We Celebrated International Children’s Day
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April 23 national sovereignty and children's day in Türkiye

Our Rector of Necmettin Erbakan University, Professor Doctor 

Cem ZORLU, left her seat to the student of the Sobe foundation.
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Ramadan in Konya

Ramadan is the ninth month of the 
Islamic calendar. It is a month of 
fasting, prayer and reflection. 
Ramadan lasts for 29-30 days 
depending on the moon cycle. 

This year, Ramadan starts on April 
2th and ends on May 2th in Turkey. 
During Ramadan, Muslims refrain 
from food, drink and other sensual 
pleasures from dawn to sunset.



Ramadan is an important time for Muslims 
because it’s a time for spiritual reflection 
and renewal. It’s also seen as a chance to 

cleanse oneself from sin, gain self-
discipline and practice self-control.

It is also time to read the Qur’an, pray 
more, do good deeds, and give charity.

The benefit of fasting is that it helps build 
patience and discipline, as well as a sense 

of solidarity with people who are going 
through difficult times.

Fasting during Ramadan is one of the Five 
Pillars of Islam, which are five religious 
duties that every Muslim must perform.

Importance of Ramadan in Turkey
“And establish prayer and give zakat, and whatever good you put 
forward for yourselves – you will find it with Allah.” (2:110, Qur’an)
As one of the pillars of Islam, zakat is a form of obligatory charity that 
has the potential to ease the suffering of millions.

With the literal meaning of the word being ‘to cleanse,’ Muslims believe 
that paying zakat purifies, increases and blesses the remainder of their 
wealth.

“Whoever pays the zakat on his wealth will have its evil removed from 
him” (Ibn Khuzaimah and at-Tabarani).

Zakat is also a spiritual connection to one’s maker – to purify your 
wealth for the will of Allah is to acknowledge that everything we own 
belongs to Him, and it is for Him that we strive to end poverty and help 
our brothers and sisters.

According to the Hanafi madhab, zakat is 2.5% of wealth that has been 
in one’s possession for a lunar year. If wealth amounts to less than a 
threshold figure, termed the nisab, then no zakat is payable. If wealth 
amounts to more than the nisab, zakat becomes obligatory.



WHAT IS LAYLAT AL QADR?

Laylat al Qadr ( ) لیلة القدر is an Arabic world which means
Night of Power / Night of Decree in English. It is also
known as Laylat al Qadr, Laylatul Qadr, Lailatul Qadr / 
Lailatul Qadar and ( ) شب قدر in different parts of world.

Ramadan is the holiest month for all Muslims around the
world and Laylat Al Qadr is the holiest night of Ramadan

which signifies the importance of this night. As 
mentioned in the beginning, this night is better than a 

thousand months and worshiping on this night is better
than eighty-three years of worship. This reason alone
should encourage a true Muslim to spend this night in 

prayer, Dua & Dhikr, seeking forgiveness and asking Allah 
for all the blessings of this world and hereafter.

This night is so valuable that the Quran dedicates a 
special Surah to it i-e Surah Al-Qadr (97).

Qadr Night

DUA FOR LAYLATUL QADR

It was narrated from Aishah (R.A.) that she said:

"O Messenger of Allah, what do you think I should say 
in my supplication, if I come upon Laylatul Qadr?" He 
said: "Say:

ياللَُّهمَّ إِنََّك َعفُوٌّ تُِحبُّ اْلعَْفَو فَاْعُف َعن ِ 

Allahumma innaka ‘afuwwan tuhibbul-‘afwa fa’fu
‘anni

(O Allah, You are Forgiving and love forgiveness, so
forgive me)."

(Ibn Majah: 3850) 



RAMADAN INVITATION

Iftar is a spiritual sharing that extends

well beyond food. Iftar brings together

families, friends, neighbors,

acquaintances, the affluent, and the

underprivileged throughout the month.

Traditionally, iftar invitations in Turkey

start with inviting the older relatives, then

other relatives, close neighbors, and in

rural areas in particular such important

members of society as the village

headman, teacher, imam, watchman,

and shepherds. Invitations were also

sent to widows, orphans, those who had

no living relatives, and the destitute.

It’s a telling sign of Islam’s tolerance

since iftar invites may be extended to

rich and poor, even non-Muslims,

regardless of whether they’re fasting or

not.



RAMADAN INVITATION - Photos
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